is highly explosive, deposited on rock-dusted surfaces for a
distance of approximately 2,500 feet in the 1 West Main,
running from the mouth of the main inby along the conveyor
belt entry.  The accumulation covered the layer of white
rock dust to such an extent that the area appeared black in
color,  The belt roller, of course, provided a potential
source of heat and ignition that could have caused a fire or
explosion.  The existence of this violation is another
example of the operatorTs reckless disregard for voluntary
compliance.  The Secretary allocated $7,500 to the settle-
ment of this violation which was the amount initially assessed
by MESA.  I concur in this action.

Ill

Had  the  result  in these proceedings  been  achieved
within two years  after the  Scotia disaster,   it might have
been cited  as  a triumph of  effective  enforcement.     Coming  as
it  does   at  this  late  date,   in  the  context  of new,   multiple
mine disasters,   it may he  further proof of the adage  that
laggardly  enforcement and justice  delayed  is  tragedy  invited,   ll/

ll/     Existing  and prospective budgetary  restrictions  raise
EHe  specter of a de_ facto,   if not  a de jure,   repeal of the
Act.   _Despite  conventional political wisdom to  the  contrary,
experience   teaches  that  in  the mining  industry,   and especially
underground  coal mining,   voluntarism is  no  substitute   for
compulsory  enforcement.     The history of mine  safety shows   a
federal  regulatory presence  is  required  to  reduce  disasterous
accidents   and achieve even a modicum of  safety. reduced.     H R
